(i) ON THE WATER

Brish Virgin lslzlrles ™

Ch alrtel r‘“_r"'\_‘J_l

The BVI is the number-one Caribbean
sailing holiday destination that keeps
crews returning again and again. Two
new options to try are motorboat charter
and Stay and Sail.-Sarah-Nerbury visited

the islands to find out more

B MDOFingL caf in North Scand phatographod
frosm: pasr verandiah ot the Bitter End Yack Cluls

b Briish Virgin lslands are
paradisg on a plate. imagine
thix pariect Caribbean sefting
and the BYis have it all.
Deserted while beaches
fringed by nusting palm thees.
Tropical fish, pelicans, flamingos, turles,
uanas... Warm winds all day, oveny diny,
Rum cocktails in rickety beach bars. Lot of
sheftered anchovages, planty of chater
cornganies offering bareboat and fictlla
saling. Easy eyeball nevigation
Some call them the nurseny slopes' of
Caribbean salling as they ane a safo
ervironment in terma of th sailing grounds
and in freedorm from the pethy crim thai
afflicts some other parts of the Carbbean. Mo
nised b padiGek your bandar to the dinghy
dack here. Many pecphs go on o chaster in

oher island growps, bt others never veniung
furthier, raburming year afler year, ciscoverning
niew places and revisifing old tvwourntes.

The islands

The BV growp ks a collection ol B0 or 8o
islands and cays, many of them
uninhabited, that make & saling area of
around 3 miles aast 1o wasl and 15 narth
to south, with Anegada out on a lim abowt
14 miles narh of Vingin Goeda. The biggeast
and busiest, Toriola, i in the middle and the
oihers sit in a circhd around £ Most chaners
laayva rom the South side of Torola. In a
Bk youl cain Eland-hop wour way round
and complebe the circle taking in the most
popular spots. B you stay for & fortright you
Can sed prafhy much everything. Mosl
popular bays have a beach restaurant or

bwes aindd pliandy of mooring buoys, or ‘balls’
is Ihay're called locally. The charge for @
night & arpund LISS3S. You can anchor for
fres in marry places. making sune you drop
yous hook on white sand not beown coral,

Something different

Oin this return wisit we decided o do
somathing complabaly different. Instead of
sailing, wa'd try & matorbost from The
Moonngs, and this lime we'd doour firsi
Stay and Sail, which s a few days on a boal
and & hewr apent on kand. an incraasnghy
popwlar op@on alfened by most chirter
cormpanies. We staried with a low days of
thi fabuicues Bittar End Yacht Club resort,
thie cruised in a boal, followed by visis to
somie ofhar BV habals 1o et you ko
what's on offar.
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Bui l&7's begn with the chaner, bacause
mest poopie ool for the Sail pan fiest and
the Stay pan sacond, From Tomola's Bedl
Eland srpor "2 about 15 minuies” W nda
&6 the caphEl, Roed Town, whend many
eharler comparies & based incuding Tha
Kgarings, Sungail, Cench Charers, BV
sacht Chaners and Foolloose,

Adter an pxceBant chan brgling al The
hloceinigd” DRSS Wi wire san 1 aur bodl,
She was huge! The Moorngs ane keen o
promodt thair molorboals o PEO ropcons
ad assunod me that Jon and | would be
abia to handla the Moanngs Powsr 474 PG,
Sacangn Chence by oursieles exhaugh it's
designed for g 1o 10 peopls, with four
eormplisihy privaio cnauns double caking
and & bif comenible double in the saloon,
W ot bar ool of the maring mo by ek
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thian skill, 59 once we e ot in Sear
weatier wie both praclised using the twin
Jesars. 410wl ol this hsne of i S urrs on
o siepenca with her two widely spaced
Ergnas. i wng o guilty pleasund matarng
straighl 1o cur nast bessch pest a flodil of
gaifing biols wha're haning io tack all tha
wy. In opon waktr we Somefmas 100k hes
fraer aur marmal 8-10 knats to 149 or 15, el
with o rmiesd G f fued bill ghoeed Bitween
jest b we s0on Seliied back to a mare
Ipigurahy pace.

Around the clock tour

Thié Mogrings recemnsands an anll
clackwise tour of the igkand group. Afer a
firgt nigghl a8 Momean, they sugaes! Moving
o o Pater and Cooper Slands, thén a
Rghlighl. The Baths = sirange glant
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Eiy 4 EEre was na s slis a1 Sandy Sadl

&6 Wi approeched inouar 474 Power Cat

FETO e ]

bowlcars on the ooast of Yingin Gorda which
iz & day ancharage only. Then on 1o Marh
Seund far e night and the nesd day #yau
have time io Enger in this vast sheltersd bay
a1 tnd 1op of Virgin Gorda I's homo to the
Saba Aock hatel and Moorngs mink-base
whizne you can Till up with wales, G and
advice. Byt most famows amond Saleis =
ke Biter End Yivcht Club, a lwuny saling
raac whidh welcomas chafirais Lo usa
their moonngs and go ashon for o dank,
dirmar or a swim Bom the beach, Foad
micn aboul if 12360 in this arllde.
Wit in Math Sound, maks a
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BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

The BV is a collection of 60 or so islands and cays,
many of them uninhabited, perfect for island-hopping.

US VIRGIN [SLANDS

dinghy tnip 1o the Fat Yirgin cale, and cal in
af Leverick Bay, a lun place with colaurdul
walnrinn caledos, A §UPEAM BT, Mbong
balls amd ‘slips [pontoon benhs), wsehd far
provisoning. And wity not sail past Richard
Brandon's b priviabi islands, Nechkar and
Mosguito, for a peek?

Borth Sound & alsa tha jumping off paing
for Anegada 14 mibes nosth and tetally
diftarint from Bhe other |sltndds, being flat
ol mither fhan mountainous. Tha thing o
i i tnkod @ b to Loblo®y Bay lor
smorkifing bl we ealkod and saw a flock
of Hamingos. The cthar 'masl’ s Anagsda
kabster al the regntly baach barbecus,

Famous Foxy

1 o keave Anegada just sfier breakfast you
ican b & Guana l=bnd's Monkey Poind for a
lunchime snorkal Wiers W 3w BRrpon,

Fary, st Faxy's bar, Jost Vian Dyke

Blua tangs, sengeant majors and
lots more exolic lish,

Frgem) boee it's nok far bo Jost
“an ke for the night. Alrsast
{5 mous in gieat-bas-ckthe-
wenrld listings s White Bay's
Soqiy Dellar i Foxy's In need

BELOW As Ehi suin goes
dezwin the palms Dght up
an Mansty Ciy Baach

doar Grisst Harbaur,

A wi desw mipar wa saw st &
Bang o pure whila asnd, 1hen palm as
came ino kous, thenwa heand the sounds
of raggan drifting oif fnam the banch, in thy
Diazing st we anchoved tha big bost. s
easy on chear sand. Then we motoond
ixshang in the dinghy 1o Foey's dinghy dock,

1 didn’t know whal the fuss was aboul
Feoey, bt whien the man himss apeeansd |
was won over, He sat down with us as if we
wenn Ehd only pooplo thare and regaled us
with a hilarious poerm sbaul Englard,
Wherever you're from, Foxy has a poam just
b you, Than he ploked up Be qutss and
EA] ki @ rud e worsion of "ellow Band'.

Party boat

We'ed pong b Foecys 1o el soma fhands.
The ractonal saling eompany Saillme had
Drganised 25 own llofilla, chataring saversl
yichis mnd using ona a8 a laad boal. PBO IS
a member of SaTirme’s Pocle base. You
iy @ sol sum each voar and et 8o mony
d=ys ana Beat, We e our Béndteau to
feH o, Tha B fiotifla s blua waler sailing
msse sany wilh SaTima Instaaclors on 1o
leed boa in Giese anpone neads them. MD
Jomatian Dully ensures avenrans’s happy.
Eanving Fainkiller cocktails - tha islands’
signalunne rum doink = al sundown,

Here was & réady made crovel that would
anabie Spocnoe Chance 1o realise hes Irue
WOCASON oS a pamy boml. Jon gl | won
rafthndg around im har 5o we invted the Mol
awar for drinka, Ten bened up. Jan mined
tha deinkes in tha galley-bar, and peapis
rrenghed in the Saioon and on tha hupge afl
clogk with its two sitling areas. Tho
enamaous freezes ull ofice suddenly had &
punpEnzo, Than wa all dinghied scross o the
Saillime lead oot for & barbse,

Perfect day

T kighlight of cur tip was & parect day in
the lmtla area al thi noch of Jost Van Dyke,
I ihiz recensng we anchosad at Sandy Ceay,
a by pictung-posicard dasan isfand, We the
placa 1o préténd youw're Robinson Crssoa
for am haur o fem, or walk hand in hand
with yeur levad ana, er seurnnasiguls by
padmsbosad.

Foogle wote doing all thess whin v wong
there, &8 we wesen't the only cnas 1o have
hiud e sams idea

Tren we matored intd Dismond Cay bay
1o rmesed soumue rnw lripnds wa'd mede 51 tha
Bitier Endl, Fab mnd Gail Murdle, Our
mission -t Feke wphill and doem bo find the
Hulsbly Pocl
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Cool pool

1 hadnthaand of the Bubty Pood il |
spotiod il in the pilsd Bock, Tha tsag 1o &0
is land at the dingly dock at TRbao
restawant and pick up a mag. A dusly palh
lpads pagt mangnoes, up i necky Ireek
whare we saw fonlkall-cize dalek-ike cadti,
than badk down 10 the o W s0an eund
e pood - a lowely csim balh wntl a big
vl hurtlg in froen Bha G theowgh a
crevasse, gehaing speed until i crshes
into 1he poal, turning # Inlo a oaming
jacuzs. Suddenly we four matune adulls
wera shrisking and Rughing like children.

After dolicicus buegars and chickon al
Taboo, wie took Fob #nd Gl 1or & rge
the 472 “Wow you could do ing dancing on
this foredeck’, said Mok, Gall loved the
Bybridga, being 5o high up - =he’s ight you
foel Bk this king of castio. Whin Rob 160K
e controts he gaid, “This B just fabuloes’
if's ronl boys loys swff.

A ground Spm we anchorad at Sandy
Sipil, This i3 Hoa Sandy Cay bul éven smaller
and et mois pitscl And by late
afernoon & the olher boats had kel 50we
hael il 2 cursatves, W dinghiced ashong and
zunk our feed inle e powsar-sof sand
You can walk right round the island in abaut

& 474 PC had four couplas aboard
BELGIN Tha Rubbly |

vl Minuiss posing by @
psifacily piaced palm o fod
classic holday SN

Treasure Island

W hiad @ gread evening
moared in The Bighl al
Marman Istand. Just ang
family lnvas on tha island, Tom
] Ly wing kool gitar
Pirartos Bight restaurant and
et el cnilciron,

Wiz wish we'd had thims ko
srcrk At ihe Aaarky Indisns
nocks, and 1o Swim o the
canves nedr the monsh of (he
Bightwhans kegand Says

livers th2 spint of & prate who
ullérs a ghoglly maan,

Harrman kland s seid bo be tha indpiration
for A L Stvanson's Teeasure island in thi
17405 explained Tom, pirabes kated @
Spanish ship and risch of the silver was
hiddian o Borman |slend,

We had an excalant chicken roli (& ocal
dgh of chichen and poiato ourmy ina wiigy
and ik at Pimtes” Bight then whirzzad
aczess boWilks T's, a restavint and bar on
a maored ship wherns évery nighil's a poasty,

A night in a marina

The BYI kst just about charter boals, It's
also 0 magnod lor Blsewaled sailoms who
kst thesr o Boal in the iskandds. Many ol
thase are kgl at Tonola's Manmy Cay
rarina. The mosinn and boatyend ware
bz with refits and repairs 1o ool boeals
roady Bor B now S0Raan,

I wianied o try thi nes- ook Peg Lag
rosstaarant, and | muss confess, o
challenge oursabvas 1o drivie thi big sl
safely in and oul of a marina berih. We did
it! Saveral days of kew-apded MARSGUVIES
picking up buoys end anchonng hed been
qoad paaclico,

The mizina has everything e yechlisman
could wish for after several days of Fving at
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White Bay on saclacive Guana lstand

anchor. Thema's the most luxunicus shinwers
and leas we found, supermiarkst, [aundny,
resEurant, oo, Gven 25 own Dseach.

Catamaran or monohull?
Last tima we went bo the BY| sevaral years
age mast chariar baals wond manobnds,
Mo, catamesans are in e magarity, Hyou
want o Tesl a boat hiagl in the ade winda
for th clasale sailing experiance youll
choosa a marmadudl I You &ra & group
wianng the privacy of cobing Spaced dawy
from each athes, and lots of living space &l
dieck level then a cil is jor ol

T Mooprings 4000 salng cals ane s&lup
wilh the main and jib shagls ked back o the
hetm sa ihe skippdr cin do Al T woek
while e crew sunbathe.

Chartering a motorboat

Thiz Mecrings are actively prosagling thes
naw molor calimarans &nd Virgn Traders
ol upmarket mistorboats from Marny Gog.
Wingin Traders' Brish cwmer James Burgeds
said “wilh big twin digssls you can go o
wiinddwand, stay Ao, gol whirs you want 1o
wilh much keas diama. If you want 1o ity
motorboating, the BYI is the place todo it,
(hiie's pacy ayaball nnsgation, alimal 2600
tide, plenty of places 1o practise anchoring
v madaning, and fosl-response back up |l
you naad il

Stay and Sail

Oplions for hotels mnge rom holiday ol &
lifetimne” expenshee 1o chaap and choorul,
Call tha chafoer comganiss bo Sind out more
about hoteds, villas and apartmaoniz, And Thi
wpbsin wwwonaivnioom has epert
infcemation on hoSday actommodaton and
will arange bookings and flights H you wish

The Bitter End Yacht Club

This zailing holiday resod hes baen added
Iy Eheer Stay and Sail mmes of tha
Moovings, Sunsal gnd Mautiies and _}
thus came onin the radas of Brilish
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Sa musch bo do 51 the Bitler End Yacht Club resert. Sall n Hoble Cat (sbeve), recs
with the siars @ the Fro-Am Regatta (right), oven get marviod e Beitlsh couple
Chod and Masrs HalHiill who andved with 30 Triends in six charter boats

charles clients. The Biltes Endd, on Virgin
Gorda’s Momh Sound, Is much mare (han &
hodel. ‘Barafook elegance’ is an apt
descripian of thi embiancg of s rosodt
with its miledong waterront including a
fabulows Bedach wilth phanty of pabm rees for
shade. Inthe packege prce quests e
g, pnlimileed e of theair Boed of over 100
baals meluding keaibans, saling dnghios,
windsulars, ks and small motorbosts.
#nd gl mipals arg inciuded - thay da groat
shaaks @nd dreshly caught Bsh. We loved
BerakEsling on e beachiont temace and
dining wnder the sisrs,

Clur baruz thoeg was a dream come true for
W W RICRG Ranalics as & coincitlod with
the Bitter End Pro Am Aegatta when &l ng

Charter stay & sail contacts

Bitber End Yacht Club v (=0
BV Yacht Charors wiww Eniye coem

euirE Cosl e Eateed
viilh 1he Bues of Peul
Cayard, Hen Read,
Harith Musto and
Amarican Ohmgic
miedallsts Ay
Tunnichfiz and Zech
Aadey. Urfargetiable.

It's & gras) plise foe
lamilies with its perfect leam-ic-sail walers
and @ lids' camg in high sesson,

Roams are individual ‘cotiages’ et on a
lerestod hillside, reached by wooden
WREWaYSE with Rcrécibig vigwes nom your
Bammock on your own peivale vargndah.

H grvir Thaniy's @ lirma o gol & deal, it's ths
seascn. In its 30th ennesarsany year e

Canch Chartars wavw.conchchatans, com

Faotoasn wasd [oodeasbehats caom

Frenchmsn’s BV www ienchmanski com
Giaana |sdand wiwagLIBNE COm

Hirizen Yacht Charbars wew hoizonyachichanars com

Lafesadl wereelminsal.cam

e BY] wewwonebed.com

Moutihis Yachting wwwnactlus-yachiing. cam

Sunsall www sunsslcom

Tha Moarings seri moorings com

TMM Yachl Charers, Torola weww.sailimm, com

Tap ¥achl wavelop-yachl com

Virghn Traders v virgintradens com

Bitber End is oiferng some special 0% off
daaly, and i you ook vin Moaings,
Suressl, Naardilus or other chanar comgany
woul gt & lurther discoun,

Guana Island

| s iririgued by Guien lalpsd, Ancharod
in goegeows White Bay mear Monkey Point
Y¥Ou sy the oocascnal spaadioal amiing
wilh greests. Being & privide island though,
WiERng yachisman aren allowed b walk
further inland tham e righ-waeter ling, In the
line of duty | thought I'd invastigate this
QxChsvg resor.

An slmospbtre of vnderstated elegance is
g comiar's &im, i 1S 10 prasenad he nalhve
fixre &rvd Faur of tha island and cfer the
chanca {0 explore uniouchad topacal Kres
Guiaets 21ay in lueuny @olttaes an lhe rnidige
Ol & hill witlh penGramic views from pour
vivranlah o ool TR,

The lood s autztandingty good. We tied
mmethnghy bndar buna tempura. & mowth-
watedng Mew Yok Sirip steak, and the mos
dininiz thing | have ever tastad - sweed pea
and wie iullls soup, Guests ding by
candialighl on distos litks 1emacas
qaramndad wilh bougaimdiaa, Maal dine anp
spant on thie pristiog Whise Basch, where
lunch = sennsd uncler the irees
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beach and a clubhousa. Thiry ane part sel-
cabergd which hilps these wha don't wand
b el every meal oul Sopers Hokwilh is
restaurants, mcheding our fewourta Jally

Tt~ e | @} ON THE WATER BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS CHARTER

BVIs Fact File

Roger, ks only & faw minulcs dway, Vany RESCUE AND ASSISTANCE
haipful s, B The Moxings land you a fres mobla
Pater tsland ks a Deauliful S-star esan plcne with emegansy mumbes
popular for Stay and Sail, Dinghy saling in progrimmed i, including Might Distress
Deadrman’s Bay is inchedad & the prce, and Virgin Islands Seach and Regcue.
Summer Helghts is @ langs vika on Tordoa
{or a group of v to 10 pacple with PROVISIONING, EATING OUT
Suaing S vidwa, W Faod & pricey both in supormiricts
The Moorings base and restaurants. Almost
has o hodal that's handy eanying = imposted,
for a cowple of days i} e tropical s we
mshane at Iha Rosd Toan nomg e i® saw a pinaappks that
basa with s own pool o eaal L3112 Mest
and reslauranl _ gt it WG reshurants
Monny Cay Holel & Fulk 1 fans thiy BT MBn -
rezsonably priced and Armerican S1pks ribs,
tharn's a peol, baach stank, chickn, gocd
amd resiaurants. There's Incal figh, pleea, pac.
alsa thi new imnd Mein courses tend fo ba
upmitrhoid ARy USS30-35, & dalcious
Cay villes. Bocal dEah - chickan notl
fehicken and potabs curry
When to go in & wran) |5 often the
I's wall warth beaving chanpest opbion. Theoe
e T | ihe long air jasmeay are & few |ess pricoy
S L HE g &nd 1he high BV places o eat incuding The
Ve hiked to # sumenli an Gusna ol thea pricas b oxposince Fast Virgin in Mot S,
dawn @gain ioa deserbes] beach those goageous, 5eie Poputar bar drinkes induda
BT AT L LA e e e i pnd unspailt tropical Rad Stiga and Canb basar,
W hikad high wup a hill heaugh the hot, istards, - &nd Painkiller &nd
humid ferast ol cacthes mnd palms il v The economic Buslywhecker cocktals,
pruld 582 the ksland bid ot belore us Beea a downium b the US is
map, hen himed down fo got our rewsand - affacting holels and :‘;ﬁ::'?’“ CURRENCY, INTERNET, MOBILE
& deseriod [oach o the end of the trail chartar companies - naBure W Currpncy 3 SUS, Plugs and volinge are
witene e took a cooing i, e swem to themo e good desls nam cosktadl U5, Moble phoma coverage &5 oo,

a |etty whane a boatman came 1o calleel us,

It's wernderiuly relaning and sostushy
nxpansive, the ofhir guests were a mix of
waallhy business peaple aking a bk,
and those on holides of 2 Betima whethar
i b lor @ apecial birthay, 4 mEiage

proposal or annivessan,

Other stay and sail favourites
Frenchmans is a colloction of mine oy
wilag in a guiol, [dySe spet on Frenchman's
Cay, Torala with stunning views, & pod, a

Sandy Spit, desert-lifand pardeciion

ko ba dona, H tha pownd
is reasomably Song sganst tha calar,
enviin betier,

Tha best waather B kom Rovambar 1o
Juse. Thes wear could be the on you bihe
your Cariboean deapm halidiy.

Find out more

Enaet your BY] haliday search with tha
oompiEees i owr BA advertising sockion
slarling on page 135, And St Mmoot pholog
gnd iro on Wt plo.co.uk ]
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Thora's freg Vi Fi ol marnas and soma
beach restaurants. You can hire 4 mobiéa
infizFmeal connecion for access deniahang
from Reepart al tha Maorings basa,
WAV TE NGO

GETTING THERE

W There are o drec fights Sam the UK
ko th BVEs Most Brilish chanes quiests iy
BA ar Vingin b Arligua fen LIAT b
Torioka, Cur cutesrnc LIAT Aight was Sree
hours [a8e. The return LIAT flght was freo
haurs [0, 56 wa missed o BA Nlight and
ared home 24 nowrs ase, LIAT fights
amg often bile deayed so local charsr
Evines mrkva. Charier-fights are olfered
by same yachi-chareisrs incuding Vingin
Traders who oporain B G Aeropang,
B Flights are niot cheeg. Our BA and LIAT
refurm fighis cost 730 par peron Dk wa
v Inst-minuee. Mooengs wil soarch for
tha chaapas flights for yau.

MOORINGS CHARTER PRICES

W Moarings lerdus tho Baal &5 Dey
wiariied b shoee 1ha nigw 474 ta PEO
readers, Thi lowesl price lor 8 waek on
fhe 474 = B8 208, ar 520 8000 bor n
weak i 1) shane.

B Thir leweasl price o0 a Misosngs charor
is £1,080 for &n Oceanis 32,2 which s
P57 for o woek if fou shase.
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